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ReThink!
The Government set out its policy for aviation in the UK 
in its Aviation White Paper, published in December 2003.    

 It outlined the biggest single programme of expansion 
of air travel the UK has ever seen.

The Government said that it expected the number of passengers using 
UK airports to nearly treble by 2030.

To meet this demand the Government said that new runways would 
probably be required at Stansted, Heathrow or Gatwick, Birmingham, 
Edinburgh and most probably Glasgow.  Nearly all the country's other 

airports would see a significant increase in the number of planes
 using them.

Aviation is the fastest-growing contributor to climate change.  
Greenhouse gas emissions caused by UK air travel have doubled in the 
past 13 years.  We need annual cuts in total CO2 emissions. Aviation 
policy needs to be consistent with tough national targets to cut carbon.

At the end of 2006 the Government published a review of its White 
Paper, its so-called ‘Progress Report’.  It reaffirmed the expansion plans 
laid out in the White Paper.  AirportWatch is calling for a fundamental 

rethink of government policy on aviation.
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AirportWatch is the umbrella organisation that brings 
together both community and national organisations 
concerned about airport expansion.  If you share our 

concerns and want to get involved, join us.

Email:   info@airportwatch.org.uk
Tel:  020 7248 2227

Address:  2nd Floor, Broken Wharf House, 
2 Broken Wharf, London EC4V 3DT
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