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Flying has become so important that nearly half of the British population fly at least once a year. In 2005, 229 million passengers passed through UK airports. By 2030 passenger numbers are estimated to rise to 490 million.
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	Many airports face expansion
	

	
	
	


To meet the rising demand, the government’s 2003 White Paper on The Future of Air Transport published a strategic framework for the development of air travel over the next 30 years, which includes major expansion plans of 30 airports in the UK. 

These airports were required to submit master plans setting out their expansion proposals to local residents and planning authorities. But there has been mounting opposition to the government’s plans, with concerns over air quality and noise pollution. But competing with these concerns is an increase in air passengers in a growing aviation market.

What are the arguments? 

For airport expansion: The government and interested parties argue that airport expansion is necessary to meet the needs of an ever increasing number of passengers using British airports. They say airport expansion would:

· Contribute to economic development: In 2004 aviation added over £11bn to Britain’s gross domestic product, according to the Oxford Economic Forecasting study prepared by aviation groups, airlines and airport operator BAA. 

· Help to create jobs: British aviation employs 200,000 in the industry itself and up to 600,000 in other sectors that rely on air transport, for example, retail shops at airports. The Department of Transport (DfT) says thousands more jobs will be created if airport expansion plans go ahead. 

· Boost tourism: Bigger airports and more runways will play a major role in receiving more tourists. Visit Britain recognises the benefits of the growing popularity of air travel. 

· Increase local businesses: More visitors to the UK will encourage more spending which will raise revenue for businesses, says the Federation of Small Businesses. 

· Make Britain more competitive: More businesses will be able to compete internationally as foreign companies will find it easier to access the UK because of better air services, points out the business membership group, London First. 

· Meet the demands for air travel: As more air passengers are set to pass through UK airports in the future, according to The Future of Air Transport White Paper, airports must adapt to accommodate the rising numbers of air passengers.

Against airport expansion: A number of campaign groups say airport expansion would:

· Create noise pollution: People whose homes are under flight paths will suffer from more noise coming from aircraft flying overhead. 

· Decrease air quality: Campaigners, such as Friends of the Earth, fear the increase in air traffic would mean an increase in the production of carbon emissions. 

· Reduce green areas: Airport development may mean building on greenbelt areas, thus losing local landscape and heritage. 

· Damage the environment: Campaign group No Airport at Cliffe, based in Kent, argue that expansion may have a detrimental effect on local wildlife. 

· Shrink house prices: The impact on homes that are under flight paths may lead to their decline in value as more aircraft will fly more often over homes. 

· Demolish buildings: To make way for expansion, schools and businesses may have to be knocked down, according to Heathrow-based No Third Runway Action Group. 


As well as plans to expand major airports based in the south-east, smaller airports are also earmarked for expansion. The government has compiled a list of the airports that are planned for development. You can find out what is happening in your region here:

· Scotland 

· Wales 

· Northern Ireland 

· The North of England 

· The Midland 

· The South West 

· The South East


What has happened so far?

History of airport expansion
In The Future of Air Transport White Paper the government approved significant expansion in Britain’s airports. The paper is intended to guide decisions on future airport planning applications and express government support for such plans. But airport expansion proposals still need to go through the planning process.

Progress report 2006
In 2006 the government published an update of the 2003 White Paper. The Future of Air Transport Progress Report highlights what work has been done so far. 

It also includes information on the new Civil Aviation Act 2006 which strengthened the powers available to airports to penalise airlines that exceed acceptable levels of aircraft noise and air pollution. 

The progress report also detailed the measures taken by airlines to reduce noise and improve air quality. Also it described how local communities have been consulted over airport development. 

Campaign losses and victories
Campaign groups such as HACAN ClearSkies and Friends of the Earth fought against Terminal 5 plans to be built at Heathrow airport. This led to a public inquiry between 1995 and 1999. After it ended in March, the planning inspector spent almost two years writing a 600-page report. But in 2001 plans to build Terminal 5 got the green light and work got underway in 2002. It is due to open in March 2008. 

In 2004, local residents won a battle to prevent expansion plans going ahead at Coventry Airport. Supporters wanted to build a new terminal at Coventry, but the Campaign Against the Expansion of Coventry Airport opposed the plans, identifying fears of an increase in noise and air pollution. In 2006 developers launched a second appeal over its expansion plans. 

In April 2006 BAA submitted a planning application to extend the existing runway at Stansted airport. But it was refused by the council in November. Environmental campaigners said for the first time climate change had been listed as a reason for refusing a planning application. In January 2007 BAA revealed plans which will be submitted in the summer for a second runway and terminal to be built instead. But the issue will be scrutinised in a public inquiry that will begin in May 2007.

What can I do now?

Many airports already held consultations for their airport expansion plans. But the largest airport, Heathrow, is to hold a full public consultation over several areas for expansion, including a third runway in 2007. The 2M Group and HACAN ClearSkies have more details on how to get involved. 

BAA will also submit its planning application for a new runway at Stansted during the second half of 2007. Stop Stansted Expansion has information on how you can have your say. 

The government has its own e-petitions website where you can add your name to an open petition. Also many campaign groups have e-petitions attached to their campaign web pages. In addition the Pledge Against Airport Expansion encourages people to take a stand against expansion proposals. 

Talk to interested organisations
There are a number of groups that have views on the merits or pitfalls of airport expansion: 

· Many anti-expansion campaign groups have emerged including: HACAN ClearSkies, a campaign group that aims to reduce noise and air pollution from aircraft around Heathrow airport; Stop Stansted Expansion; Stop Luton Airport Plan (SLAP); Stop Bristol Airport Expansion consists of a coalition of groups; Birmingham Airport Anti-Noise Group (BANG) which wants to see the reduction of aircraft noise, night flights and pollution; Swansea Airport No Expansion (SANE) opposes the increase in flights. 

· AirportWatch opposes airport expansion and wants to promote an aviation policy that is in line with sustainable development. 

· Aviation Environment Federation is a UK-based association that campaigns exclusively on the environmental impacts of aviation. 

· Campaign to Protect Rural England fears the government’s proposals will badly affect the countryside. 

· Friends of the Earth wants to protect the environment and is lobbying for airlines to pay tax on fuel. 

· Plane Stupid says it aims are to stop the destruction of the environment and communities caused by airport expansion and aviation. 

· Transport 2000 is concerned about how the environment will be affected by more aircraft flying in our skies. 

· BAA is an airport operator that runs several airports in the UK. It thinks expansion is key to the UK’s economic future. 

· Confederation of British Industry says expansion is important to Britain’s economic growth. 

· Department of Transport details the case for expansion in its progress report. 

· Future Heathrow is a group derived from trade unions, business groups, and airlines that believes Heathrow airport must modernise to secure its internationally competitive future. 

· London Chamber of Commerce supports expansion as seen in, “The Business Case for Airport Expansion” report. 

· Airlines believe expansion will create thousands of jobs and billions of pounds for the UK.

Talk to the government
The Department of Transport’s website has The Future of Air Transport and the 2006 Progress Report online.

You can contact the Department of Transport for more information and send in your views. 

Talk to your MP
Your MP is your representative in parliament, and if you have strong concerns you should let them know. The Action Network guides, How to lobby political representatives and How to influence decision-makers are useful starting points. You can also read the guide, Understanding what MPs do and how they can help you.
