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Latest Report from Top Scientists Confirms Climate Change Fears ....

The latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), published on 2nd February, confirmed that global climate change is "very likely" to have a human cause.  This is stronger language than the IPPC used in its previous reports.  In 2001, it said that it was "likely" that human activities lay behind the trends observed at various parts of the planet; "likely" in IPCC terminology means between 66% and 90% probability.   Now, it has concluded that it is at least 90% certain that human emissions of greenhouse gases rather than natural variations are warming the planet's surface.  The report, produced by a team of the world’s leading scientists tasked with assessing the science of climate change, was intended to be the definitive summary of climatic shifts facing the world in the coming years. The report said temperatures were probably going to increase by 1.8-4C by the end of the century and that it could be as high as 6.5C.  The EU has defined anything over 2C as “dangerous”.  The IPCC's full climate science report will be released later in the year, as will other chapters looking at the probable impacts of climate change, options for adapting to those impacts, and possible routes to reducing emissions of greenhouse gases.  

IPCC Report -  18 page summary of February 2007 IPCC report
....as aircraft emissions soar in the UK

Just days before the IPCC Report was published, DEFRA released figures for UK CO2 and greenhouse gas emissions.  For CO2 (the main greenhouse gas pollutant) there was a total increase of 0.2%  between 2004 and 2005, but CO2  from aviation rose by 5.4%.  That means that aviation accounted for all (and a bit more) of the increase in the UK’s emissions. If aviation is not included, UK emissions fell marginally by 0.1%. Aviation now accounts for 6.3 per cent of the UK’s CO2 emissions.  Worldwide aviation remains the fastest growing contributor to climate change.

Campaigning Tip:  

Don’t allow ourselves be portrayed as ‘campaigners against the aviation industry’ when it comes to arguments about aviation and climate change: it’s ‘science against the aviation industry’.

How climate change affects the poor world – the REAL equity question




Above, campaigners from the World Development Movement make their point about aviation and climate change (ironically on the coldest day of the year!) outside the CBI where Tony Blair was giving a speech.  Because climate change hits the poorest people in poor countries first and most acutely both WDM and Christian Aid are prioritising the fight against climate in their work.  Just to remind you that WDM have produced an excellent postcard as part of their campaign.  It is glossy and informative, and has many good photos, as well as one section to send to the Prime Minister.  WDM are happy to reprint their postcard in huge numbers.   They want as many as possible to go out nationally, to bombard the Prime Minister, so, if you would like any to distribute to your group, let us know.  For more information on the WDM Campaign check out www.wdm.org.uk 
 
· Ricardo Navarro, an award-winning environmentalist from El Salvador, will be speaking at public meetings around the UK in February. Visit www.wdm.org.uk/speakertour for more information.  
Christian Aid, who have produced an excellent report on the impact of climate change on the poor world, will launch their climate change campaign on 19th February.   Churches will be declaring their own carbon footprints - their largest contribution to carbon is publications, followed by…..flights.  
In July Christian Aid will be heavily involved in a "Cut the Carbon" march starting in Belfast, to Scotland, via Newcastle and Leeds, to London, arriving in October - 1000 miles in 80 days.  People are welcome to join in.  Check out www.christian-aid.org.uk  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Other Key Dates

March

Brussels 26th March  (for details see attachment sent out with the bulletin)

Campaigning on Climate Change and Noise - one day conference for campaigners

A chance for aviation campaigners from around Europe to hear the latest news from the European Parliament and from the Commission, to meet with each other and to plan a programme of events for 2007.  It is free, but places are limited so book early.

Email jdm.stewart@virgin.net to book places

Brussels: 27th March 2007

Seminar - Curbing Emissions from Aviation

A seminar to explore how effective Emissions Trading and other fiscal measures, such as a charge on emissions or tax on fuel, could be in tackling emissions from aviation.  This morning seminar is aimed at MEPs, but all are welcome.  For details and bookings email jdm.stewart@virgin.net  This event is also free but you need to book at least 2 weeks in advance as passes are required for the European Parliament for this one.

· The Government’s Climate Change Bill is expected to be published in March.  We hope to cover this in more detail in the next bulletin.

May

· The Campaign Against Climate Change is holding a Climate Conference, 12 - 13th May.
The European Day of Action on Aviation in being held on 16th June.

Again, more on this in our next bulletin, but keep the day free.

Last year, in the first-ever European Day of Action on Aviation, over 25 groups from across Europe staged an event.  This year, we expect many more will take part.

June

· On 23rd June there is a day of action organised by the Campaign Against Climate Change -  check out add website for details

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Plane Stupid activists suspend flights at Luton Airport

On 2nd February, to coincide with the publication of the IPPC Report on climate change, activists from the direct action organisation Plane Stupid set out to hang a banner from the roof of the headquarters of easyJet at Luton Airport.  Heavy security, together with a large police presence, stopped them doing that, but the action resulted in a suspension of flights at the airport.  

For more details of Plane Stupid’s activities check out www.planestupid.com  

Read this!  A great article on noise in the Guardian (31st Jan) - http://environment.guardian.co.uk/travel/story/0,,2002476,00.html?gusrc=rss&feed=1
National Noise Strategy

DEFRA is drawing up the first-ever National Noise Strategy.  It will consult on the draft strategy in late summer before publishing a final version at the end of the year.  This year will also see work starting on the Noise Action Plans which all member states are required to summit to the European Commission in 2008.  

The UK Government has asked the airports to draw up the action plans for aircraft noise!  AirportWatch, in conjunction with the UK Noise Association, is hoping to organise a half-day conference later this year to look at how the campaigning opportunities that the National Noise Strategy and the Noise Action Plans may open up for us.

Campaigning Tip:  

The aviation industry, in fighting back against criticism, will try and discredit us one issue at a time, be it claims that we exaggerate aviation’s contribution to climate change or that noise is only a very local issue.  We need to use the whole arsenal of weapons at our disposal:  climate change, noise, annihilation of communities, destruction of the biodiversity of the county, fostering unsustainable lifestyles and global inequity.        Aviation growth is uniquely toxic. 

Around the Airports

	Stansted runway proposal unveiled

	BAA has unveiled its plans for a second runway at Stansted.  The overall cost of the project would come to over £2 billion and the airport could become bigger than Heathrow.  It is thought that BAA is looking to consult on its plans around the turn of the year. But, first, it is facing a Public Inquiry into its plans to increase the number of flights on the existing runway by 50%.  You’ll recall that last year Uttlesford District Council blocked the plans, party on climate change and economic grounds.  

This Public Inquiry is due to start in early Summer.  A number of AirportWatch groups have registered their objections the proposals.  If you want to find out how you can support the local campaign group, Stop Stansted Expansion, check out www.stopstanstedexpansion.com 
	


Planning Application for Runway Extension at Birmingham
	Birmingham International Airport has submitted a planning application for a £120 million runway extension.  A proposal to add 400 metres to the southern end of the existing runway, which will involve tunnelling a section of the A45, is expected to be lodged with Solihull Borough Council by the summer.  Board approval for the project came two weeks after the airport's major private sector shareholders, Aer Rianta and Macquarie, announced they were disposing of their interest in Birmingham International Airport.  The two companies were reportedly concerned that any investment in a runway extension would not be rewarded with enough profit in the short term.  The seven West Midlands metropolitan councils, which own 49 per cent of BIA, have been pressing for the runway extension, which they see as a vital trigger for economic wealth.   The airport hopes to have the extended runway in place by 2012.  It could still be followed by a new runway 2020.

Protest Takes Off in Glasgow

The coming of budget flights has dramatically increased the number of flights using Glasgow Airport.  But residents are fighting back.  We reprint this article (slightly abridged) from the Glasgow Evening News.  The residents’ plight, and the conniving activities of BAA, will be familiar to many of you……
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TAM BRADY: I've asked lots of people how they've been affected, and there's only one who says he hasn't been but he's deaf
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WE get big heavy jets coming in at three and four in the morning... I've been phoning the airport since 1996 but they've totally ignored us
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JOE HENRY, chairman of the local tenants and residents group, beside the noise monitoring post
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LONG-SUFFERING resident Tam Brady

 

by Russell Leadbetter                              Glasgow Evening News
·  Noise levels breached 184 times in five months 

·  Angry residents demand urgent action by BAA

THE giant Emirates jet from Dubai flies so low over Clydebank you can almost pick out the braid on the captain's hat. For around 15 to 20 seconds, all conversation under the flightpath at Whitecrook is rendered impossible.  The jet, with Emirates written in large letters on its underbelly, is followed a couple of minutes later by another, smaller plane. Then, a few minutes later, by another, then another.

In 40 minutes, some 10 planes cross noisily overhead.  Dozens of planes, large and small, fly over Whitecrook every day and night as they home in on the runway at Glasgow Airport, across the Clyde.

For the casual visitor, it's not much of an inconvenience, but for the long-term residents it's something else altogether.  Double-glazing muffles the sound to an extent, but not if you're outdoors at the time, or in your garden. Residents tell you about the time Jack McConnell [Scotland First Minister] was here a while back, opening factory units, and had to pause in his speech three times. Not even a First Minister and former schoolteacher can make himself heard above these jet engines.

Local people concede that planes have to fly over populated areas to reach the airport. What they are asking, is something more going to be done for them - especially if the fast-expanding airport ever needs a second runway?  "There's upwards of 100 flights a day, sometimes as many as 260," says Tam Brady, who has been campaigning on the issue for years, and who speaks for five local groups.  The immediate area includes a hospice, a secondary school and a primary school. "The planes come in at five different angles, but they all make a lot of noise."

DATA collected by a West Dunbartonshire Council monitoring post at Whitecrook shows that, between June and October last year, there were 184 breaches of maximum noise levels - 36 during the day and 148 at night.  Some of these incidents reached 112 decibels, which is on a par with a rock concert.  Airlines can be fined up to £1000 for planes that are more than three decibels above permitted levels. The British Airports Authority has launched a hotline (0141 848 4644) for complaints.

It is understood the airport, whose own monitoring recorded just half-a-dozen breaches last year, has asked the council whether its monitoring meets International Civil Aviation Organisation standards.The airport is also understood to think other factors, such as road traffic or construction work, may have a bearing on the council data.  But all this is of scant comfort to many locals, who've endured flightpath problems for years.  "The current noise levels mean we should be entitled to triple glazing and sound-proofing in our homes," says Tam, 63.  "The airport authority gave us secondary glazing about 25 years ago, but the increase in traffic has been immense since then, which is why we're asking BAA to address the problem."

As a FlyGlobespan jet passes overhead, making talk difficult for several seconds, Joe Henry, 51, who chairs the local tenants' and residents' group, says: "I'm in the direct landing path. I can read the numbers on the planes as they go over the garden.  I've been phoning the airport since 1996 to complain, but they've totally ignored us.  I'm sick of it. God knows what it will be like here if they ever build a second runway.  We get big heavy jets coming in at 3am or 4am.  The monitoring figures prove it's happening - until the council started its monitoring, we were just a voice in the wilderness.  It's hellish in summer. If you open your windows for fresh air, you suffer from the constant noise. But nothing has been done since the council installed its monitoring equipment here."

West Dunbartonshire MP John McFall has monitored the situation ever since the people of Whitecrook told him their lives were being blighted.  He has contacted Donal Dowds, managing director of BAA Scotland at Glasgow Airport, and planning manager Michael Dowds to urge them to persuade airlines to stick to the regulations, and impose penalties when they step out of line.  Mr McFall added: "The council has a report coming before it in the very near future.

A spokesman for Glasgow Airport said: "We recognise that aircraft noise is an issue of concern to some residents, particularly in the Whitecrook area.  "We take the issue seriously and have a package of measures in place to minimise its impact on local communities.  We monitor aircraft noise on an ongoing basis in line with international standards. We also offer lower charges for quieter aircraft and have banned chapter 2' aircraft, which are among the noisiest. We've recently established a noise inquiry line which allows residents to contact us with any concerns. We are happy to meet West Dunbartonshire Council and others to discuss this issue."The matter will be discussed at West Dunbartonshire Council next Wednesday. Meanwhile, people in Whitecrook still curse the noise from the skies.




Wolverhampton Airport Action Group  -

campaigning to get airport expansion blocked through the LDF process

Wolverhampton airport is located in wholly rural surroundings in the Green Belt in South Staffs.  It's an old RAF site which, since 1967, has benefited from permission for leisure flights, business flights and training, involving light aircraft.  It adjoins an SSSI and extensive area of rare lowland heath.  There is a lack of strategic road access or public transport.  In 2003, the airport’s owners put forward proposals to expand into commercial services, with at least 4 million passenger movements per year.  WAAG was formed and put up an effective opposition, with thousands of letters of objection, public meetings, and a 5,000 strong march around the airport.   In June 2004, the airport submitted plans to operate jet aircraft, extend the runway and build jet engine testing facilities.  This was finally withdrawn in October 2005, following sustained opposition, and as the owners had failed to present an acceptable Environment Impact Assessment.  New owners, Mar Properties, then took over, subsequently announcing that they had no plans for commercial expansion.  This is, on the surface at least, good news.  However the new owners also own Blackpool Airport where major expansion plans have been announced, and WAAG believe that they have also expressed interest in acquiring other UK airports. Mar have not submitted their new plans to the local authority, and there is absolutely nothing currently to stop either them, or any prospective new owners, resurrecting the earlier plans, thus subjecting huge areas of Staffordshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire to yet more years of blight.  The only thing that will put a stop to future inappropriate development is a rigid planning framework setting out in explicit terms precisely what is allowed and what is not.  As part of the LDF process the Council has published its Core Strategy ‘Issues and Options’ Development Plan Document consultation, with a policy document, ‘Wolverhampton Airport Policy Area’, which will ultimately determine policy up to 2026.  

WAAG are asking all their local supporters to comment on this document, in order to influence the current Regional and Local Planning Processes.  WAAG hope that robust planning is finally set down, keeping Wolverhampton for general aviation only, making it impossible for further expansion applications for commercial aviation to succeed.
 

Remember, if you want a free daily digest of what is in the papers, check out Anthony Rae’s excellent site www.transportinfo.org.uk
Bulletin complied by John Stewart with the help of Sarah Clayton

www.airportwatch.org.uk
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