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Date for your diary:                         

28th October: Public Inquiry Seminar – still spaces available
There are still a few spaces left for anybody who would like to attend the seminar AirportWatch is holding on Public Inquiries at the end of this month.  Even if your group is not facing the prospect of a Public Inquiry at the moment, you may well do so in the future.  How would you respond?  This seminar will look at the role of public inquiries as part of a group’s wider campaigning activities as well as discuss the legal and planning aspects of public inquiries.  We are very fortunate to be able to get as our key speaker Debbie Tripley who is a barrister from Fenners Chambers and who was formerly Head of Legal Greenpeace.  

The seminar will be held at Regents Wharf, 8 All Saints St, London N1 9RL, about 5 minutes walk from Kings Cross Station.

Outline Agenda:

1.30pm             Introductions – registration from 1.00pm
1.40pm             Just how important are public inquiries? - John Stewart, Chair AirportWatch 

1.55pm             Public Inquiries – campaigning, planning and the law - Debbie Tripley, Barrister Fenners 



Chambers and former Head of Legal at Greenpeace

2.10pm             Case Study 1, Ealing Relief Road – Nic Ferriday, West London Friends of the Earth

2.20pm             Case Study 2, Sywell Aerodrome, Northamptonshire - STARE

2.30pm             Questions and Plenary Discussion

ending no later than 5pm

· If you want to come, email John Stewart on jdm.stewart@virgin.net
=====================================================================

Date for your diary:                            

4th November:   Major Climate Change March and Rally - London
The Campaign against Climate Change (www.campaigncc.org ) is organising a rally outside the American Embassy in Grosvenor Square followed by a march to Trafalgar Square - to coincide with the rally in Trafalgar Square being staged by Stop Climate Chaos.

The website for Stop Climate Chaos' "I Count" campaign, giving more information is at: (www.icount.org.uk/events).  

Details are below.  AirportWatch will have a presence at both the march and the rally.  We will be gathering in Grosvenor Square at around 11.45am, and then, after the speeches, marching behind a prominent banner.  The banner and placards will promote AirportWatch and rethink!

We will also have a separate presence in Trafalgar Square from about 12.45pm for people who want to gather there rather than join the march. 

Programme for the Campaign Against Climate Change Event and March

12 noon    Climate Rally at the US Embassy, Grosvenor Square (Bond St tube).

   
Speakers will include George Monbiot, Michael Meacher MP, Caroline Lucas MEP,   
Norman Baker MP.
1.00 pm    March for Global Climate Justice. From the US embassy, via Berkley Square 


& Piccadilly Circus to Trafalgar square

1.45 – 2.00pm   March joins  I-Count Mass Gathering in Trafalgar Square   

                          

2.00 - 3.00 pm   I-Count Mass Gathering (building up from 1.00pm)   

If you would like to come to the rally, or march with us, please contact Sarah Clayton  (sarah@airportwatch.org.uk) 

so we know roughly who is coming, and  can arrange to meet up.

===============================================================

                       

Action to take:                              

6th November:  Day of Action Against Short-Haul Flights    

6th November has been designated the Day of Action against Short-Haul Flights.  It is being organised rather along the lines of the European Day of Action on Aviation earlier this year - organisations are invited to take actions locally against short-haul flights.  Let us know if you plan to do anything.  

Email John Stewart at jdm.stewart@virgin.net 

Action to take:                                   

Get Your MPs to Sign Early Day Motion

The Sun – yes, the Sun – carried a week-long feature on “Global Warning’ and printed a poll which showed that that 63% of Britons would be prepared to sacrifice one foreign holiday by air travel annually to help save the planet.  It tied in with an earlier MORI Poll with which AirportWatch was associated.  The two polls feature in an Early Day Motion (EDM) put down in the House of Commons 

by Rudi Vis MP.  Something for our MPs to sign.

EDM 2711 can be found at  http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=31316&SESSION=875
That this House is pleased that The Sun newspaper has printed a week-long "Global Warning" feature on reducing climate and other environmental impacts; thanks The Sun for highlighting the finding of its recent opinion poll (www.communicateresearch.com/poll.php?id=85)   that 63% of Britons would be prepared to sacrifice one foreign holiday by air travel annually to help save the planet; also notes recent MORI poll findings that on balance, Britons favour slowing the growth of air transport and a doubling of air passenger duty (http://www.ipsos-mori.com/polls/2006/aet.shtml) ;  therefore calls for measures greatly to restrict any further growth in civil aviation, so that Parliament will be in step with the electorate on this important aspect of controlling greenhouse gas emissions, and not behind them.  

====================================================================

News:                           

24th September:  Campaigners Invade Taxiway at East Midlands Airport
Campaigners from Plane Stupid invaded the taxiway of Nottingham East Midlands Airport on morning of 24th September. They occupied the taxiway for over three hours. Over 20 people have been arrested and will appear in the Crown Court on 15th December.  More details on www.planestupid.com
Meanwhile, HACAN, the campaign group which represents residents around Heathrow, arranged with Seeds for Change to hold a direct action training session for those of its members interested in finding out more about direct action.  It worked very well.  Remember that Seeds for Change are available (free of charge!) to conduct training sessions on direct action or to give campaigns help in running their organisations.  Contact matthew@seedsforchange.org.uk   

News:                                                                   

Eye-Catching  rethink! Campaign

The AirportWatch Campaign, launched in the summer, calling on the Government to rethink its Aviation White Paper has gathered momentum in the last few months.  Full page rethink! adverts appeared in national newspapers in the summer followed by further recent, eye-catching spoof adverts (promoting the Rethink! Campaign).  Thanks to Enough’s Enough for sponsoring the adverts.  You’ll recall that the Department for Transport is committed to producing ‘a progress report’ on its 2003 Aviation White Paper by the end of this year.  We are urging people to email Transport Secretary Douglas Alexander to call for a full-scale rethink – www.rethink.airportwatch.org.uk 

News:                                   

Party Conferences – AirportWatch fringe meetings attract leading politicians
AirportWatch, in association of Transport 2000, staged successful fringe meetings at the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat party conferences.  We were able to attract key politicians on to our panels.  Amongst the speakers at the Liberal Democrat fringe were the Party’s Treasury Spokesman, Vincent Cable, and its Aviation Spokesman, Alastair Carmichael.  At Labour, former Environment Minister Michael Meacher addressed the fringe.  And at the Conservatives the Shadow Aviation Minister was on the panel.  Our Conservative fringe was chaired by Steven Norris, former Transport Minister and now chairing the transport and aviation sections of David Cameron’s Quality of Life Commission.  

=====================================================================

All the Transport News:

There is an excellent website at:   www.transportinfo.org.uk
managed by Anthony Rae.  

The site has a comprehensive list of links to all the main transport stories each day.

=====================================================================

AirportWatch News:                                     

AirportWatch Website – work in progress

We are conscious that our website has not been nearly as informative or up-to-date as it should have been.  A big priority is to remedy this.  We hope that you will notice a big, if gradual, improvement over the coming months.  We are planning to feature regular news updates and will be adding new briefing sheets on campaigning techniques and on aviation and economics.

=====================================================================

And remember….                                                    

Your Stories, Your Bulletin

If you have any stories or updates about your campaign that you would like us to include in the Bulletin which goes out to the entire AirportWatch Network, do let us have them.  Also any thoughts and views you may have on campaigning or on key aviation issues. 

