27th March 2007:  Seminar

To be held in the European Parliament
Curbing Emissions from Aviation

A seminar to explore how effective Emissions Trading and other fiscal measures, such as a charge on emissions or tax on fuel, could be in tackling emissions from aviation

Why hold this seminar?

In July 2006 the European Parliament endorsed, by a sizeable majority, a report from its Environment Committee which called for a range of measures to curb emissions, including a ‘closed’ Emissions Trading System; an Emissions Charge; an intra-EU tax on fuel; and the abolition of the VAT exemptions.  

At the end of 2006 the Commission published its proposals to tackle emissions from aviation, the fastest growing contributor to human-induced global warming.

During 2007 these proposals will be debated in the Parliament and the Council of Ministers.  A decision is expected to be taken on whether to include aviation in the EU Emissions Trading Scheme, and on the other fiscal measures.
 
Who should attend?

Members of the European Parliament and the Commission, NGOs, decision-makers

Seminar  Programme

9.00
Registration and Coffee
9.30
Speaker from the Commission, plus questions
10.00
Caroline Lucas MEP
Dr Lucas is a Green Party MEP from the UK.  She was the rapporteur for the Environment Committee’s report on measures to deal aircraft emissions.  
10.20
Hans-Peter Liese MEP
Dr Liese is a Christian Democrat from Germany.  He is a member of the Environment Committee of the European Parliament. 
10.40
Campaigners’ Perspective:  Jeff Gazzard, Director of the GreenSkies Alliance
Jeff Gazzard has worked in the aviation field for over 15 years.  He is a regular speaker at European conferences and recently has acted as an adviser to the Wold Health Organisation.
11.00
Coffee

11.20
Economists’ Perspective:  Bart Boon, CE Delft Consultancy
CE Delft is a well-known independent consultancy which has done work for a range of clients, including the European Commission.
11.40
Plenary Discussion
12.30
Ends

Chair: Jos Dings, Director Transport and Environment
Jos Dings, an economist by training, is the Director of the respected Brussels-based lobby group, Transport and Environment.
