The SKY HAS A  LIMIT
Overview of the action of Friends of the Earth France in the field of air transport  
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1 : Why are the Friends of the Earth interested in air transport ? They are calling for a limit and are reaffirming the responsibility of the country's elected representatives in managing sustainable development. They are opposed to the growing spread of Roissy airport which is making life more and more unbearable in large areas of the surrounding Ile de France region.

2 : French policy between 1998 and 2001 : extension of Roissy airport without any public inquiry into the terminals which contribute to the increase in the airport's capacity, downsizing of Orly, demonstrations by local. residents,...‑.particularly around Orly. At the end of 2000 the French state decided on a 3rd airport, The choice of location lead to a succession of local demonstrations. A public debate was organised in order to find a location in the Paris area ( vague contours)

3 : The first public debate ‑ dozens of plenaries and workshops : in general the technocrats were on one side, the local residents' associations on the other : politicians were not invited and., ...only showed up at the end to oppose the conclusions. The decision by the 3 federations calling for a new study was difficult to reach, the opportunity was not obvious and it was the first time a coalition had been organised.

4 : The conclusion of the first phase of the new survey (end of 2001), the incomplete diagnostic that a third airport was unecessary as Roissy and Orly can absorb the increase in air traffic caused incomprehension and legitimate fears, and a demand that the study be pursued. The lack of organisation of the debate, followed by elections, appointments.. a decision by a parliamentary committee etc almost prevented the second phase scheduled for early 2004 from going ahead. Focus of the survey : the demand (origin, scenario, freight) airport planning : is it possible to envisage decentralising the offer of air transport ?

5 : further conditions. The basic requirement of the Civil Aviation Authority (DGAC)) and of the agency chosen to carry out. the first phase stipulates that the market is paramount, and ignores any possible initiative on the part of the State or the European Union. Hence an analysis of what exists and could be put to better use : in addition to territorial planning, sharing of the capacity between airports, attribution of slots, optimisation of seating capacity, use of tax measure to restore some equity between various forms of transport. Last point, European regulations must make it possible to override regional objectives, even when legitimate.

6 : further conditions. At the heart of our debate here : what is our attitude ?

Do we merely propose slogans about the slowly worsening situation, or do we formulate our priorities now and in the medium term to improve the situation and protect the environment and local residents ?

in the short term: modification of the current regulations concerning

‑ improvement in optimisation of seating capacity

‑ liberalisation of air traffic rights for provincial airports,

in the medium term:

‑ application of the new European proposals concerning reduction of greenhouse taxes, the airport environment and management of slots.

 ‑ tax harmonisation between different modes of transport

- adoption of a national airport location plan

‑ European measures concerning taxation of kerosene

in the long term

‑ recognition of the dwindling supply of fossil energy and its mounting price which will considerably increase costs

7 : Night flights. Difficult to take a global view. In October 2004, DHL moved out of Brussels, with job losses. For Roissy, in 2001, approximately 4400 people were employed by Fedex. 53,300 flights were scheduled, at a rate of 146 per night between the hour of l0 p.m. and 6 a.m. Passenger flights represented 40% of the traffic, express freight 54% and cargo 6%..

Our short term proposals: 

‑ ensure that the night time capacity does not increase

‑ a ban on particularly noisy aircraft, as implemented by certain airports

‑ information about the ceiling of noise levels as updated by secretarv of State De Robien. In 2003 the night time indicator was not reduced

‑ review of the landing taxes which are outdated : 90% of flights are in the least taxed category

‑ suppression of the tax reduction (‑ 50%) granted to cargo and postal aircraft

And, in the medium term : creation of a railway station to facilitate the link between medium haul flights and trains. This project is viewed favourably by the Paris Airports Authority (ADP) and numerous carriers.

 8 : Reasons for concern. Cf. article on the increase in air traffic over the late 6 months.

The issue of privatisations is an opportunity to review the notion of public service. A terminal collapsed at Roissy in 2004, this terminal was designed for the exclusive use of Air France, which has little remaining public service mission. We are not saying that its privatisation will lead to more accidents, but we find it regrettable that ADP favours Air France in its role of hub thus concentrating the detrimental fallout on the Paris area, and builds a sophisticated and expensive terminal instead of focusing on the improvement of public transport and the environnent.

9: Proposal to work together at European level on the question of "public service and privatisation" for the recognition of the protection of the environment and of local residents. Our concern is that the quest for ever greater profits will relegate to second place certain safety considerations.
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