Summary Of Air Pollution Standards

Particulates (PM10) 

	Measure
	Expert Panel
	WHO 
	UK Strategy 
	EU 

	24-hour average

Annual average
	50ug/m3 


	No simple figure (note 3)

40ug/m3


	Objective:

50ug/m3;

<= 35 times pa (note 1)

End 2004

Objective, not in regs:

50ug/m3

<=7 times pa (note 2)

End 2010  

Objective:

40-ug/m3

End 2004 

Aspirational Objective:

20ug/m3

End 2010/2015
	Stage 1 Limit Value:

50ug/m3;

<=35 times pa;

End 2004

Stage 2 Indicative Value 

50ug/m3

<=7 times pa

End  

Stage 1 Limit Value:

40ug/m3

End 2004

Stage 2 Indicative Value:

20ug/m3

End 2009


Nitrogen dioxide (NO2)

	1-hour average

3-hour average

Annual average: human health  

Annual average:

Vegetation and ecosystems 
	287ug/m3


	200ug/m3

40ug/m3

30ug./m3
	Provisional Objective:

200ug/m3

<=18 times pa

End 2005

Provisional Objective:

40ug/m3

End 2005

Objective, not in regs    30ug/m3

End 2010 
	Limit Value:

200ug/m3

<=18 times pa

End 2009

Alert Threshold:

400ug/m3

Limit Value:

40ug/m3

End 2010   

Limit Value

2 years after Directive


Ozone (O3)

	Running 8-hour average

Seasonal values for vegetation 
	100 (g/m3  


	120 ug/m3
	Objective, not in regs:

100 ug/m3

<= 10 times pa

End 2005
	Target value:

120ug/m3

<=25 days pa over 3 years  

End 2009

Target value:

18000 ug/m3h, May to July

averaged over 5 yrs 

End 2009 (note 4)

Target value:

6,000 ug/m3h, May to July

End 2009 (note 5)


Notes:  1. 7 in Scotland;  2. Not in London;  3.Exposure-effect information giving guidance on health impacts for various length of exposure;  4. “to be obtained where possible”;  5. “save where not achievable through proportionate measures”

