Matter 6C: Aviation

Communities and Local Government

Government Position on Airports in South East England

To assist the Panel and inform debate at the Examination in Public, the Coalition Government wishes to set out the Government’s policy position in respect of aviation matters.

The Government is committed to a transport network that is low carbon and sustainable while supporting the economy and helping growth after the recession.

The Government believes that aviation makes a vital contribution to the economy of this country and to the lives of our citizens. However, we cannot simply allow growth to continue at the levels it has in the past. Doing so risks unacceptable consequences in terms of noise and local air quality, quite apart from the global impacts in terms of CO2 emissions.  

We need to start a new chapter in aviation policy - one that promotes a competitive aviation industry, supporting UK economic growth, whilst recognising the need for restraint.  We have already begun that by making clear our opposition to adding yet more runways at Heathrow, Stansted or Gatwick. Instead, we must explore different ways in which to improve the efficiency of these airports.

There are also other things that Government and the industry can do together.  We therefore announced on 15 June
 the establishment of a South East Airports Taskforce with key players from across the industry to explore the scope for other measures to help make the most of existing airport infrastructure and improve conditions for all users. The group – which had its inaugural meeting on 14 July – is being chaired by the Aviation Minister, Theresa Villiers and its initial focus is on action at our three biggest airports - Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted. 

The Government’s plans for a national high-speed rail network linking our major cities, and including links to Heathrow, potentially other airports and to the Channel Tunnel, could provide passengers with an alternative for many short-haul journeys easing some of the pressures on airport capacity.  
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