The Climate Change Bill   (draft published 12th March 2007)
(Friends of the Earth)  - Let the Government know what you think of the Climate Bill 

Take part in the consultation

http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/climate/press_for_change/climate_bill/index.html

The Big Ask has been calling on the Government to introduce a Climate Change law to cut carbon dioxide (CO2).

And on 12th March 2007 it did just that - in the form of a draft Climate Change Bill.


The Bill, once passed, will transform the way the UK economy is run and set a leadership example for the rest of the world. For example, it will: 

· Set a long term target for CO2 cuts. 

· Require annual reports to Parliament. 

· Form a group to advise what sectors should cut emissions - and by how much. 

The  campaigning isn't over

The Government has launched a 3 month consultation on the contents of the Bill.  MPs will then get a chance to make the Bill tougher in the autumn.

The draft Bill is on consultation until 12th June.  We welcome the Bill, but we'd like to see it toughened up:

· Bigger cuts 
The Government propose a 60% cut of carbon dioxide by 2050. We need reductions of at least 80%. 

· Annual targets 
The Government want 5 year budgets for CO2. We want shorter targets - to hold the current Parliament to account. 

· Aviation and shipping 
International flights and shipping emissions are excluded. We want these included. 

If aviation is allowed to continue to grow at its current rate, it will take up all (or more) of our total UK carbon dioxide allowance before 2050.  It will be completely impossible to reach our emissions targets unless the growth in aviation is slowed.
Take action   -  Join the Climate Bill consultation 

Anyone can take part in the consultation - you don't have to be an expert. 

If you would like to do a full response to the Climate Bill, you can see the full DEFRA consultation at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/climatechange-bill/index.htm  (it is about 50 pages)
If you would prefer to do a quick response, please use the form on the Friends of the Earth website.   

http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/climate/press_for_change/climate_bill/index.html
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