WHY THE THIRD
RUNWAY PLAN
CAN’T FLY

Air pollution in London is
responsible for up to 10,000
premature deaths a year.
Roads surrounding Heathrow
regularly exceed legal
NO2 limits with
just two runways.

The NPS makes Heathrow
responsible for air quality,
but proposals to increase
public transport usage appear
incompatible with the airport’s
plans to double air freight
and invest £800 million in
car parking. The scale of the
problem requires government
action, but its air quality plan
fails to model expansion.

The NPS should not
be approved until the
Government has a legallycompliant air quality plan
and has set out the action
it will take to ensure a
third runway does not risk
compromising legal air
quality limits.

A final decision on Heathrow has yet to be taken. The next
stage is parliamentary approval of the Airports National Policy
Statement. If voted through, changes to the decision and its
conditions would be very hard to make. But the draft NPS fails to
show how environmental hurdles will be overcome, misrepresents
the economic case, and conceals the impact of expansion on
regional airports. Until key questions are answered, we urge
MPs not to support the NPS.

Heathrow is the UK’s largest
source of CO2 emissions.
Even allowing for some
biofuel use and technology
improvements, aviation’s 2050
emissions target would be
unachievable with
a third runway.

Aircraft noise at
Heathrow affects
more people today than
its five main European
competitors combined.
Expansion will bring a 50%
increase in flights, with
more than 300,000 residents
overflown for the first time.

The NPS recommends the
use of low-carbon building
materials and on-site electric
vehicles. But these measures
are irrelevant for the 97%
of Heathrow CO2 emissions
from flights. The Government
may gamble on offsetting
but this doesn’t offer a
long-term solution.

With no published flightpath
maps, noise impacts of
expansion remain unclear,
though the Government
admits respite would reduce.
The NPS says Heathrow
should provide a 6½ hour
night flight ban. But WHO
recommends 8 hours to avoid
health risks from night noise.

The NPS should not
be approved until the
Government has published
a credible plan for limiting
aviation emissions in
line with the Climate
Change Act and the
recommendation of its
statutory climate advisers.

The Government should
reconsult on the NPS,
mapping planned
flightpaths to allow the
public and MPs to make
an informed response, and
setting out tougher noise
controls to maintain respite
and protect communities.
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