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2019 saw aviation’s impact on climate change propelled into the public
spotlight. With public protests, declarations of climate emergency,
governments adopting net zero targets, and the emergence of ‘flight
shame’, the media asked whether flying really can go green and
whether people should continue to fly. This interest resulted in over 80
media appearances for AEF during the twelve months. While it is too
early to assess whether this will translate into people taking fewer flights
in the future, the public discussion has already made an impression:
several airlines are now planning for net zero emissions, while the
Government’s climate advisers have written to the Secretary of State
for Transport calling for an emissions reduction plan for aviation that will
necessitate using a mix of measures, including technology, sustainable
fuels, carbon pricing and demand management. Much of our work
in 2019 involved challenging the Government’s support for growth in
the absence of such a plan for how the sector can decarbonise. We
have continued meanwhile to highlight aircraft noise concerns as
the UK attempts to roll out its airspace modernisation programme.
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At the start of 2019, the Government
seemed to be developing its aviation
strategy without reference to the rapidly
changing policy landscape on climate
change. We wrote to the Aviation
Minister to highlight this, and shortly
afterwards it was announced that the
closing date for consultation on the draft
strategy would be extended to allow
respondents to take into account a key
report on the UK’s long-term emissions
target.
AEF’s response to the consultation,
in June, argued for an end to the
assumption that aviation growth
be prioritised above tackling its
environmental impacts. The final strategy
has been delayed, first by the election
and subsequently by a commitment by
Government to undertake, in 2020, new
analysis and consultation on how to
ensure aviation is in line with the net zero
emissions commitment, which became
law in 2019.
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campaigning on the
airports nps

The Heathrow third runway was
approved in principle by parliament in
2018, but in 2019 faced five separate
court challenges, covering a wide
range of grounds. The original hearings
in March (in which AEF acted as an
expert witness on climate change) were
dismissed by the High Court judge on
the basis that he did not consider the
National Policy Statement to contain any
legal errors. The cases were heard for a
second time in October at the Court of
Appeal, and we are awaiting the verdict.

Meanwhile Heathrow is continuing with
its application for planning consent,
though it has had to push back its
planned opening date until 2028/29 after
the CAA, which has duties to protect
consumer interests, ruled that an earlier
date would load the scheme costs on to
too small a number of passengers.
Boris Johnson, now Prime Minister,
famously promised to lie down in front of
the bulldozers to stop the runway being
built.
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international
action to reduce
aviation’s impacts
The UN’s aviation body, ICAO, held
its triennial Assembly in September,
bringing together governments from
193 countries. Top of the environmental
agenda was the formulation of a longterm climate goal for international
aviation emissions, a discussion that
took place in the context of the latest
climate science from the IPCC and the
UN Secretary General’s call to states
and industry to show more ambition. As a
sector that expects its fuel consumption
to more than double in the next few
decades, its current goal of keeping net
emissions at or below 2020 levels is
significantly out of line with global efforts
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to

Over the last year, many of the
queries AEF has received have
concerned regional airport expansion,
prompting us to ask whether the
apparent rush of planning applications
is in anticipation of the possible
inclusion of international aviation (and
shipping) in the UK Government’s
carbon targets, and new planning
restrictions that could result from
this. In the context of supporting our
members and the public, our work
programme adjusted to reflect the
shift in the type of queries we receive.
In summer, Deborah produced a new
aviation-related planning guide which
was published on AEF’s website. In
November, Tim and Deborah gave
a talk to the Environmental Law
Foundation, covering planning law
and policy in the context of regional
airport expansion applications.
We raised questions around the
adequacy of the National Planning
Policy Framework to deal with
the cumulative effects of airport
expansion and suggested that,
despite approximately two hundred
local planning authorities making
declarations of a climate emergency,
local plans and policies simply aren’t
up to speed.

4–15.02

AEF and NGO colleagues
attend UN’s aviation
environment meeting and hold
Decarbonisation Forum

05.03

AEF holds noise conference
with guest speakers from the
Independent Commission on
Civil Aviation Noise, DfT, CAA,
Public Health England and
community groups

28.02

AEF holds Aviation
Strategy response
meeting in conjunction
with AirportWatch

05.03

Cait appears on
BBC World News to
discuss airline climate
initiatives

03.06

2019 highlights

shaping the
aviation strategy

member
support

2019 campaigns
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ensure that temperature rises
do not exceed 1.5ºC. AEF, with
environmental NGO partners,
engaged with states at and
before the Assembly, setting out
our vision for decarbonising the
sector. The meeting concluded
without political consensus on the
immediate need for further climate
goals, but a clear majority of states
called for work to develop options to
support an early decision. This work is
now underway.

19.06

AEF holds event in
conjunction with ICCAN about
proposed work programme

31.07

AEF gives evidence on
climate impacts of Heathrow
expansion to London Assembly
Environment Committee

AEF and community groups
meet with new aviation
minister, Baroness Vere
AEF hits 2000 followers
on Twitter. Five months
ahead of plan.

10.09

AEF organises NGO aviation
meeting with the Committee on
Climate Change to discuss its
net zero advice

25.09

AEF attends UN’s triennial
aviation meeting attended by
193 countries to argue for a
long-term climate goal

17.10

Cait appears on BBC
Watchdog to discuss
carbon offsetting

04.11

Tim appears on BBC Radio
4 You and Yours to discuss
‘Greta effect’. AEF presents at
Aviation Carbon 2019

11.11

Tim appears on BBC
Panorama to discuss carbon
offsetting

02–06.12

AEF attends ICAO steering
group meeting to oversee 3-year
environmental work plan

24.07

25.09

AEF presents to Chartered
Institute of Environmental
Health on noise impacts of
aviation

07.10

Cait appears on Channel
4 News online: Can you
really pay off your carbon
footprint?

21.10

AEF meets with third
aviation minister, Paul
Maynard MP

07.11

AEF presents at Buying
Business Travel Sustainability
Forum and Greener by Design
Net Zero Conference

19.11

AEF presents at IATA’s Wings
of Change conference

30.12

Cait appears on BBC Today
Programme, guest-edited by
Greta Thunberg
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aims and objectives
AEF’s aim is:
• to protect the environment, public health and quality of life
through securing policies and measures that ensure effective
limits on noise, emissions and other environmental impacts
from aviation.
AEF’s objectives are:
• to seek effective leglislation, policies and other measures by
working with local, national and international policy-making
and leglislative bodies;
• to promote practical solutions through consultation and
co-operation with AEF members, regulatory and public
bodies, the aviation industry, and others;
• to support our members and affected communities in liaising
with decision makers and other stakeholders;
• to provide advice; analysis and information;
• to publicise and promote the role and responsibilities of the
Federation.

fundraising
and finances
We continue to keep membership fees
affordable for members of the public
and community groups to ensure that
everyone can have access to our advice
and information service. With the continued
support of our funders and donors we are
able to subsidise the costs of providing
these services, including being able to
employ a dedicated staff member to
handle enquiries and casework. Apart from
membership subscriptions, AEF’s work is
dependent entirely on philanthropic and
charitable funders. We do not receive
public funds or donations from industry.
In 2019, AEF operated within budget and
the organisation will carry forward a small,
but positive, balance of funds to the next
financial year.
To ensure appropriate scrutiny of our
work programme, we are grateful for
the oversight provided by our Executive
Council. The Executive Council is elected
annually from our membership, and in
addition to promoting good governance,
provides an opportunity for community
views and experiences to feed directly into
our work. In addition, we regularly seek
feedback and comments from the wider
membership on specific topics, usually at
events or through invitations to comment on
draft consultation responses and papers.
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